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Panel discusses potential impact of city income tax on EMU employees, Ypsilanti
A proposed city income tax that will be on the Nov. 6 ballot was the subject of a recent
panel discussion in Roosevelt Auditorium.
Proponents of the tax,
bemoaning state budget
cuts and the loss of
property tax revenues from
failed businesses in recent
years, say the money is
needed to continue the
existing level of city
services through 2014.
Opponents of the tax say
the city of Ypsilanti should
find alternatives other than
a city income tax to curb its
budget woes. Some Eastern
Michigan University
students even surmised a
city income tax might shrink TO TAX OR NOT TO TAX?: Greg Jones, president of
Eastern Michigan University's Student Government,
enrollment at the
presents
comments on a proposed city income tax
institution.
that will go to the ballot Nov. 6. He is flanked by
Ypsilanti Mayor Paul Schreiber and Cheryl Farmer,
"The cost of an extra
the former mayor of Ypsilanti. Photo by Babs Rambold
income tax could be a
burden to students and could hurt enrollment," Greg Jones, president of EMU Student
Government, said before a crowd of approximately 45. "Students may choose to go to
Central (Michigan) or Western (Michigan).
Jones said there are more than 1,300 part-time employees at EMU, most of which are
students. He added Student Government would take a stance this week on the issue.
"I understand the city needs money," said Alli Sheppard, president of EMU's Residence
Hall Association. "But, I don't think students should have to bear the burden of the tax."
Sheppard said state appropriations are down for EMU, too, and has resulted in higher
tuition for students. The proposal "punishes" EMU students who are registered to vote in
Ypsilanti, she said.
More on this story...
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A proposed city income tax that will be on the Nov. 6 ballot was the
subject of a recent panel discussion in Roosevelt Auditorium.
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impact of city income tax on
EMU employees, Ypsilanti

By Ron Podell

Proponents of the tax, bemoaning state budget cuts and the loss of
property tax revenues from failed businesses in recent years, say the
money is needed to continue providing the existing level of city services
through 2014.
Opponents of
the tax say
the city of
Ypsilanti
should find
alternatives
other than a
city income
tax to curb
its budget
woes. Some
Eastern
Michigan
University
students
even
surmised a
city income
tax might
shrink
enrollment at
the
institution.

TAX TALK: Ypsilanti Mayor Paul Schreiber addresses
an audience question during a panel discussion on a
proposed city income tax at Roosevelt Auditorium
Sept. 27. City officials say the income tax is needed to
balance its budget and maintain existing services.
Eastern Michigan University students, including
(above, from left) Alli Sheppard, president of the EMU

"The cost of
Residence Hall Association; Chris Bylone, president of
an extra
the Graduate Student Senate; and Greg Jones,
income tax
president of Student Government, are concerned the
could be a
tax will eat into students' personal budgets and affect
burden to
students and EMU enrollment. Cheryl Farmer (far right), the
could hurt
former Ypsilanti mayor, also is pictured. Photo by Babs
d
enrollment," Rambol
Greg Jones, president of EMU Student Government, said before a crowd of
approximately 45. "Students may choose to go to Central (Michigan) or
Western (Michigan).
Jones said there are more than 1,300 part-time employees at EMU, most
of which are students. He added Student Government would take a stance
this week on the issue.
"I understand the city needs money," said Alli Sheppard, president of
EMU's Residence Hall Association. "But, I don't think students should have
to bear the burden of the tax."
Sheppard said EMU's state appropriations are down, too, and has resulted
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are registered to vote in Ypsilanti, she said.
Under the proposal, the city would enact an income tax of 1 percent for
city residents and a 1/2 percent tax for non-residents who work at
businesses, including EMU, within city limits. For EMU employees including students who work at the University - that live in the city, they
would pay the former tax while an EMU employee who commutes from Ann
Arbor or Detroit, for example, would pay the latter.
If passed by voters, the tax would commence July 1, 2008, and end July 1,
2014. Homeowners would receive a 2-mill property tax reduction. An
income tax would bring in approximately $4.3 million to the city in its first
year.
Since 1998, Ypsilanti has lost $3.7 million in personal property taxes on
equipment from heavy industry, said Ypsilanti Mayor Paul Schreiber. This
was due to the closings of Mobile Wheel, Exemplar and Peninsular Paper
over the years, he said. Former Ypsilanti mayor Cheryl Farmer added the
city is expected to lose another $724,000 in property taxes in 2008 when
the Visteon plant is expected to close later this year.
"Ypsilanti is changing from an industry city to a services city. The economy
is not favorable," Schreiber said. "Therefore, cities are trying to make up
for that."
Schreiber said 22 other counties in Michigan collect revenues from a city
income tax. Since 2001, the state has cut its funding to Ypsilanti by $2.9
million, he said.
The proposed income tax would be used to sustain current services that
would otherwise be cut or reduced, said Ypsilanti City Manager Ed Koryzno.
Additional funds from an income tax would prevent the elimination of three
firefighters, two police officers, planning department interns, parks
maintenance, 50 percent of recreation subsidies for the city pool and
senior center; and funding for an AATA bus route from Ypsilanti to Ann
Arbor.
"I understand an income tax would be a detriment to EMU," Schreiber said.
"But, we have to decide what kind of community we want. We may have to
cut six police officers in the next two years (if the income tax doesn't
pass). We need to have a balanced budget, one way or the other."
"There are a lot of things wrong with this proposal," said Pete Murdock,
chairman of the Stop City Income Tax organization and former mayor of
Ypsilanti. "There's a saying, 'Don't tax me. Don't tax thee. Tax those
people from behind the tree.' The people behind the tree are at EMU."
"The city has always had issues with the fact EMU is tax-exempt," Murdock
continued. "The answer is not to tax the employees and students at EMU.
The answer is to have Lansing fix its problems."
Even with a city income tax, Murdock claimed the city would still operate at
a deficit.
"That's not a plan that has an end to it. That's just kicking the can down
the road," Murdock said.
"You get what you pay for," Farmer said. "Help us weather the storm until
Lansing gets it right."
"A lot of students are not even aware this issue is coming up," Jones said.
"Students here need to tell other students to learn more and make a

decision."
For those who plan to vote and are not registered, the voter registration
deadline is Tuesday, Oct. 9.
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More than 100 Eastern Michigan University students boarded buses and
headed for Lansing Sept. 26 to let state lawmakers know how they feel
about the higher education budget.
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EMU students rally
for higher education
funding

By Pamela Young

Students from 13 of Michigan's 15 state universities were scheduled to
attend a rally on the Capitol steps, calling for only the second increase in
state funding for higher education in the last eight years.
The event, sponsored by the Student Association of Michigan and the
United States Student Association, was expected to draw more than a
thousand student activists from around the state. Prior to the 2:30 p.m.
rally, students met individually with lawmakers to ask for a restoration of
funds taken from the state universities in May and for the Legislature to
make good on Gov. Granholm's call for a 2.5 percent funding increase for
higher education.
"Moving Michigan's economy forward will require new investments in
essential areas like higher education," said Freman Hendrix, EMU's chief
government relations officer. "EMU students (went) to Lansing to deliver a
vital message that our state will not remain competitive if we do not begin
to invest in our people again."
Michigan currently ranks 44th in per student appropriations and 47th in
growth in per student appropriations. Since 2002, state funding for higher
education has declined 8 percent at a time when neighboring states like
Ohio, Iowa, Indiana, and Minnesota have all approved double digit
increases in post-secondary funding.
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Laverne Higgins, of Fayetteville, N.Y., has been named associate dean for
Eastern Michigan University's College of Business. Her appointment,
approved at the Sept. 21 Board of Regents meeting, was effective Sept. 1.
Oct. 2, 2007 issue
Higgins named
associate dean for
EMU's College of
Business

Higgins comes to EMU from LeMoyne College in
Syracuse, where she was chair of the
department of industrial relations and human
resource management.

By Pamela Young

While at LeMoyne, Higgins also served as interim
dean of management in 2004. She joined the
university in 1994 as an assistant professor.
Prior to joining LeMoyne, Higgins served as
administrator of the Institute for Disabilities
Studies at the University of Minnesota from
1987-1989, and was assistant dean for fiscal
and administrative services for the Carlson
School of Management at the university from
1981-1986.

Higgins

She was a visiting professor at Beijing University in 2002, and a guest
lecturer at Rikkyo University in Tokyo, Japan, in 2000.
Higgins received her doctorate in human resource
management/organizational behavior from the University of Oregon; and
her master's in business administration and her bachelor's degree in child
psychology, both from the University of Minnesota.
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Post doctoral
researcher from
Tokyo studies
history of vocational
training in U.S. at
EMU

By Kimberly Buchholz

As a graduate and doctoral student at Tokyo's Tokyo Gakugei University
(TGU), Riew Kinoshita became intrigued with the American approach to
technology and vocational education.
So, when Phillip Cardon, associate professor and coordinator of technology
education at Eastern Michigan Universit,y traveled to TGU for his own
research on technical literacy, Kinoshita seized the opportunity to work
with the EMU educator.
"Dr. Cardon is
one of the
most famous
technology
education
researchers,"
Kinoshita said
of Cardon,
who has
taught at
EMU since
1999. "I like
to discuss my
research
topics with
him."
That trip to
Tokyo was
the beginning
of an alliance A VOCATIONAL VIEW: Riew Kinoshita, a post doctoral
that would
researcher at Tokyo's Gakugei University, was the
open the
first to participate in an academic exchange program
doors for
between Eastern Michigan University and Gakugei
technology
University. During his stay, he researched the history
education
of vocational education in America. He plans to write
students a
a Japanese language textbook on the history,
world apart
philosophy and curriculum development of
and would
technology education in an effort to advance
begin the
vocational and technology education in Asia.
process of
defining philosophies and curricula for vocational training throughout
Japan.
After Cardon returned to the United States, the two universities continued
cultivating the relationship, bringing TGU's Yoshimi Tanaka to Michigan last
fall to begin negotiations for an innovative exchange program designed to
benefit both institutions through the exchange of knowledge and
resources.
Kinoshita accompanied Tanaka on the short trip to EMU. He returned 10
months later to begin his own research on the history, philosophy and
curriculum development of technical and vocational education in the United
States.

The academic exchange agreement, which was finalized in May, is
designed to promote the exchange of students, faculty and staff for the
purpose of progress in science, education and culture.
"This is one of the few such agreements within the Tokyo area," said
Cardon, who added that most vocational programs are located in more
rural areas. "This is one of the few within one hour of Tokyo."
Though a post-doctoral researcher and not an exchange student, Kinoshita
was the first to participate in the TGU-EMU program. Plans are underway
for an EMU graduate student to study in Tokyo during the winter 2008
semester.
Cardon stresses that EMU students interested in studying at TGU need not
be concerned about a language barrier.
"Most (Tokyoans) speak English," he said.
The key benefit of research Kinoshita conducted, while in the United
States, will be the effect his work will have on the future of vocational
training in Japan, Cardon said.
Largely as a result of his research here, Kinoshita plans to write a Japanese
language textbook on the history, philosophy and curriculum development
of technology education in an effort to advance vocational and technology
education in Asia.
"In Japan, we have schools that focus on vocational subjects within
technical education," said Cardon. "We have technical schools here, also,
but we differ from the Japanese (because) we have a more comprehensive
approach."
Japanese students are tested at the end of eighth grade to determine
whether they will go to vocational or academic school. Although
development of vocational and technology education has become well
defined over the last 100 years in the United States, that is not the case in
Japan, leaving room for significant improvement in Japan's approach to
vocational and technology education, according to Cardon.
" Riew's research will help to form the philosophy of technical and
vocational education in Japan," Cardon said.
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When Mike Howell decided to take his hobby to the next level, he made a
big impression in a very little way.
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Howell gets
technical with his
miniature painting
hobby

By Kimberly Buchholz

After a friend introduced him to miniature war gaming - a style of beard
less tabletop games using figures or models to wage battle against
opponents - Howell was drawn to the genre's artistry and began painting
the unfinished game pieces as a way to relax.
"Working on
computers all
day is
rewarding,"
said Howell,
who serves as
a platform
specialist in
Eastern
Michigan
University's
department of
Information
and
Communicatio
Technology.
"But, the end
result is
rather
intangible.
Painting
MINIATURE MASTER: Mike Howell, a platform
miniatures
specialist in ICT, paints a miniature model. Howell's
results in
hobby of painting miniature figures for war games
something
has been extensive. To date, he has painted more
you can put
than 500 miniatures for himself and others.
your hands on
at the end of the day."
Within two years of learning the craft from scratch, Howell, who had never
considered himself an artist, earned recognition at a 2007 industry
competition, Games Day Chicago. He took fourth place out of hundreds of
entrants.
The figures are made of plastic, lead and pewter, and generally range from
1-5 inches in height, according to Howell.
With intricate features and fine detailing, painting the tiny figures requires
specialty brushes and true-color lighting, according to Howell. He added
that patience is the key to quality work.
"There are short cuts," said Howell, who reportedly spent more than two
hours perfecting the eyes of his winning entry, a five-inch Warhammer
Skaven giant, a 5-inch cumbersome ogre of a warrior ridden by a surly,
mind-controlling rat. "But, shortcuts don't always measure up to scrutiny."
To date, Howell has painted nearly 500 figures, both for himself and

others. Howell supports his hobby through commissioned work for clients
in the U.S. and abroad.
"I just sent a 75-piece army to a customer in Italy. I like knowing work
I've done is going out all over the world," said Howell, who added that
selling his miniatures in Europe is a bonus, given the Europeans' expertise
in the art form.
Rather than detract from time with his family, Howell, who sometimes
spends up to 20 hours per week painting, shares his hobby with wife,
Stephanie, and their three children, Sarah, 8; Lily, 6; and Jay, 3.
"I didn't want to pursue painting at the expense of my family," said Howell,
who works out of a tackle box at his kitchen table. "I love showing my kids
different techniques. I'm looking forward to them giving me pointers one
day."
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There's a German saying that translates to "Other places always taste
better than home."
Oct. 2, 2007 issue
German student
group immerses into
life in Duesseldorf
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By Amy E . Whitesall

Gretchen Toth -Fejel, an Eastern Michigan University senior, found she
could really dig in to the metaphor.
"German tastes different than English. Spanish tastes different than
English , " said Toth-Fejel, an aspiring German and Spanish teacher. "It's
exactly that flavor that you can only bite into with the language. How
would you know what pizza tastes like if you never ate it? You'll never
know what German tastes like until you start eating it."
Toth-Fejel
was one of six
EMU students
who arrived in
Duesseldorf,
Germany this
past July the first EMU
contingent to
study German
in a new
summer
immersion
arrangement
with Heinrich
Heine
University.

•�-=-

Their program ____......______.,
DINING I N DUESSELDORF: These Eastern Michigan
may have
only lasted six University students enjoy a drink in a pub in
Duesseldorf during their first night in that city. The
weeks. The
six
students spent the summer studying at Heinrich
experience
Heine
University and taking in the sights. Photo by
will likely stay
Margrit Zinggeler
with them the
rest of their lives.
"Culture is language and language is culture," said Margrit Zinggeler, an
EMU German professor, who laid the groundwork for a partnership with
Heinrich-Heine that gives EMU students the opportunity to spend either six
weeks or an entire semester at the German university. "When they have
lived the language for six weeks, students become so open and sensitive to
issues they didn't even think of before. It's a bout tolerance, acceptance,
realizing the U.S. is not the center of the universe.
"They realize things can work in another way. And, every other experience
they will have in their life that is different, it predisposes them to adjust
and be nonjudgmental," Zinggeler said .
EMU's previous German abroad program was based at a language institute
in Graz, Austria. Moving the program to Heinrich-Heine offered several
advantages, among them a university partner, German taught without an

,

Austrian dialect and di rect flights from Detroit to Duesseldorf.
Heinrich-Heine is a modern campus just a few blocks from the Rhein River,
and it has a program specifically geared toward teaching German as a
foreign language. In Graz, the EMU students lived in a dorm. In
Duesseldorf, they lived with Ge rman host families, which p rovided an
opportunity foe the EMU students to become even more immersed in the
culture.
"That makes all the difference," said Zinggeler. "You are welcome. If you
need assistance with something, the family is there. You are in a home."
Perhaps, most importantly, moving the p rog ram to a German university
made students eligible to apply for German Academic Exchange Service
scholarships, which offset some of the cost. The six-week program, which
is required for German majors, costs $3,200, not including EMU tuition for
six credits. Students also paid for their own flight, and July tends to be an
expensive time to buy airfare to E u rope.
Toth-Fejel, who
was the first
EMU student to
study at
Heinrich-Heine
during the
2006-2007 fall
and winter
semeste rs, also
went on the
summer t rip.
She and the
other EMU
students ate,
slept and
b reathed

��!!!111111...ll...___:��;.:__.:.........:::,.!!I.. German

language and
A STROLL THROUGH CAMPUS: Eastern Michigan
culture in
University students stroll across Heinrich-Heine
Duesseldorf.
University in Duesseldorf this past summer. The
students participated in a German abroad program.
They learned to
live without the familiar comforts of a world measured in miles, Fahrenheit
and dollars, and where you know without thinking the unspoken rituals of
getting a table in a restaurant or finding a public restroom.
"It's hard to sepa rate the 'German experience' from just regular g rowing
up," Toth-Fejel said. "Sometimes, I think most of what happened has little
to do with Germany itself. It has to do with starting from scratch, having to
deal with things without the usual comfort of 'home base."'
The six summer st udents took German language classes in the morning
and day trips to cultural and historic sites most afternoons. D u ring one
trip, they visited Aachen, the seat of Charlemagne's empire around 800
A.D.
"This is like the first E u ropean Union, and it was here before the Middle
Ages," Zinggeler said.
On their first weekend in Germany, the students traveled to Stuttgart,
home of DaimlerChrysle r's world headquarters. EMU Regent Chair Tom
Sidlik, then head of global p rocurement for DaimlerChrysler, arranged for
two days of tours and VIP treatment.

The trip wasn't all five-course meals and deep history, of course. But
coping with the unexpected was as much a part of the educational
experience as German grammar class.
On a trip to Prague, one student had her passport stolen and had to stay
behind with a classmate. They went to the police station, then to the U.S.
Embassy. By the time they returned to Duesseldorf what had once seemed
like a crisis had dissolved into a problem that was solved satisfactorily.
"Most of the time, when something happens, it is a big learning curve and
it makes the student much stronger," Zinggeler said.
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Bob Dylan, Elvis
Costello headline
Convocation Center
performers
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By Amy E. Whitesall

Two Rock and Roll Hall-of-Famers in one night is a tough act to follow, but
Eastern Michigan University Convocation Center assistant director Marcy
Szabo feels good about the lineup of live performances EMU has scheduled
at the Convocation Center this fall.
"We're open for anything," Szabo said. "We like to have a diverse group,
and I think we do."
Though she's still looking for an urban act that makes sense price-wise,
Szabo has put together a fall lineup with live shows that span classic rock,
country music, Christian rock and live comedy.
The run starts in a big way with legendary singer-songwriter Bob Dylan,
who along with Elvis Costello, comes to the Convocation Center Oct. 12 .
Dylan was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1988, the third
year of the Hall's existence. Costello, with his band The Attractions, was
feted in 2003.
EMU has already sold 4,000 tickets to the Dylan show, putting Szabo's
personal goal of 5,000 well within reach. The Convocation Center holds
6,200 for concerts.
"I'm really excited ," Szabo said. " (Dylan) was here in the summer and did
a show at Freedom Hill in Sterling Heights (that drew 5,000). I really want
to beat them. "
Here's a look at live entertainment coming to EMU in October and
Novem b er :
Bob Dylan and his Band with Elvis
Costello and Amos Lee: Dylan's 27city tour rides through Ypsilanti on
the heels of the Oct. 1 release of
"Dylan ," the CD billed as the
"ultimate Bob Dylan collection." The
new CD ranges from the original 1963
recording of "Blowin' In The Wind" to
newer material like 2001 Oscar
winner "Things Have Changed" (from
the movie "Wonder Boys"). Dylan,
66, started his current tour in Austin,
Texas, Sept. 15. Set list mainstays so
far have included "Thunder on the
Mountain," "Workingman's Blues" and
"All Along the Watchtower."
Costello, 53, has been at it nearly as
long as Dylan and has written in
genres that range from punk and new
wave to jazz and opera . He recently
re-released a deluxe edition of his
1977 "My Aim Is True," which
includes classics like "Alison" and
"(The Angels Wanna Wear My) Red
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ROLLING INTO EMU: Musical
legend Bob Dylan and Elvis
Costello perform at the
Convocation Center Oct. 12.

Shoes." He opens for Dylan as a solo act behind folk and blues performer
Amos Lee.
Tickets range from $29.50-$69.50 and can be ordered online at
www.bo bdylan.com , www. elviscostello.com or www.amoslee. com . Doors
open at 6 p . m.

Buddy Jewel
Auditorium Oct. 13.

Buddy Jewell: Jewell
paid his dues as a road
musician and country
music demo singer for a
decade before winning
the Nashville Star contest
(and a record deal) in
2003. The Arkansas
native comes to the
1, 500-seat Pease

Jewell's hits include "Help Pour Out the Rain {Lacey's Song)" and "Sweet
Southern Comfort," which were No. 3 on the U.S. Country charts in 2003
and 2004, respectively. The former, inspired by his daughter, hit No. 29 on
the Hot 100.
Jewell's show at Pease is one of seven benefit concerts the singer is doing
for Xentel. This concert will benefit the Michigan Professional Firefighters
Union.
Tickets are $20 . For more information, go to www.buddyjewell.com. Doors
open at 6 :30 p.m.
VHl Best Show Ever! Live: On Oct. 19, Pease
opens its doors to the live version of VH 1's pop
culture showcase, "Best Week Ever." Comedians
and B est Week Ever regulars Chuck Nice, Mike
Britt, Laurie Kilmartin, and John Mulany will riff
on the week's events in pop culture in a live show
that has all the features of the weekly TV edition, LAUGH OUT LOUD:
Comedianne Laurie
but with more edge.
Kilmartin is part of
the lineup for "VHl
Tickets are $ 1 5 for the general public and $10 for Best Show Ever!
students. For more information, go to
Live."
www . bestweekever.tv. Doors open at 8 p . m .
r-----:::::-�-:::====:::::-, Switchfoot and Relient K with special
guests, Ruth: Double-platinum Christian
rock band Switchfoot headlines the 34city "Appetite for Construction Tour ",
which stops at the Convocation Center
Nov. 12. The bands are donating $1 from
each ticket sold to Habitat for Humanity.
Switchfoot, a San Diego- based group
takes its name from a surfing term that
describes a shift in the direction a surfer
is facing. The band makes its stance on
political and social issues clear.
"American Drea m," one of the tracks on
its latest CD, takes on our collective
a m bition for excess. Other tracks
examine materialism and the
dehumanizing effect of technology.

FOR A CAUSE: Switchfoot
and Relient K will play the
Convocation Center Nov. 12.
The bands will donate $1
from each concert ticket to
Habitat for Humanity.

Switchfoot also has cracked the pop and
modern rock top 10 with the singles,
"Dare You To Move," and " Meant To Live."

They're joined by the pop-punk outfit
Relient K, which released " Five Score and
Seven Years Ago" in March. The band is
known for the quirky sense of humor that produced songs like "The Only
Thing Worse Than Beating A Dead Horse is Betting On One" and the aside,
"Crayons Can Melt On Us for All I Care." Indie rock act Ruth opens.
Tickets are $23 each and $20 each for a group of 15 or more. For more
information, go to www.switchfoot.com, www.relientk . com or
www.ruthrock . com. Doors open at 6 p.m.
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The following Eastern Michigan University faculty and staff are celebrating
service anniversaries during October.
Oct. 2, 2007 issue

Thirty-six EMU
employees celebrate
October
anniversaries

By Kimberly Buchholz

40 years
Charlotte Stigler ( 40 years), supervisor, evaluation
records, academic advising center
Raymond Cryderman (38 years), chief broadcast

engineer, WEMU FM

Richard Paffenroth (37 years), manager, purchasing

Paffenroth

35 years
Rita Bullard (34 years), professor, library
Carol Frisbie (33 years), supervisor, telephone services

Mary Butkovich (32 years), library associate, Halle

Library

Charlene Hunt (32 years), administrative secretary to

the executive director, Office of Leadership and Student
Involvement
Betty Beard (31 years), professor, School of Nursing

1---'..::.....-=---1..1 Charles Saxon (31 years) professor, computer
Beard
information systems

30 years
Frank Moore (30 years), special grounds equipment operator, custodial

services

Regina Kelley Spencer (25 years), business operations manager,

physical plant

25 years
Ann Klaes (25 years), assistant director catering,

dining services

Raymond Martin (25 years), custodian, custodial

services

Steven Wilce (25 years), head coach, women's

gymnastics

Kiaes

20 years
David Carroll (20 years), assistant director, dining

services

Jayne Carroll (20 years), manager, dining services
Sharon Easter (20 years), supervisor, student loan

billing services

Kenneth McKanders (20 years), attorney, legal affairs
McKanders

Donald Schoolmaster (20 years), department

services manager, chemistry department

Stella Switala (20 years), senior secretary, military science

15 years
Sharon Crutchfield (15 years), senior secretary, Honors College
Todd Lancaster (15 years), sergeant, campus police
Beverly Lemke (15 years), parking records administrator, public safety
Marina McCormack (15 years), manager, College of Education, dean's

office

Carole Morello (15 years), senior secretary, department of management
Genevieve Peden (15 years), professor, foreign languages and bilingual

studies

Charlee Reese-Oxford ( 1 5 years), academic advisor II, academic

advising center

David Wait (15 years), DECA (formerly Distributive Education Clubs of
America) director, School of Technology Studies

10 years
Jeanne Lagana ( 10 years), assistant, career services administration
Judy Mack ( 10 years), select student support services, Holman Learning
Center
Jeff Mathers ( 10 years), coordinator, Center for
Workforce Education
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Steven Mosier ( 10 years), mechanic, plant support
services
Sarah Kersey Otto ( 10 years), interim director, Career
Services Center
Tammy Rowan-Walters ( 10 years), payroll
practitioner III, financial operations
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Kersey Otto

John Shubsda ( 10 years), data analyst, College of Arts and Sciences,
dean's office
Carlos Thomas ( 10 years), custodian, Student Center, physical plant
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OODLES OF OOZE: These Eastern Michigan University co-eds evidently didn't get enough of the mud
during their oozeball match Sept. 16. Afterward, they did a little mud-flinging among themselves. The
Oozeball Tournament is an annual fall event for students. Photo by Babs Rambold
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Eastern Michigan University is one month into the 2007-2008 school year. Some student enrollment numbers
emerged at the Sept. 2 1 Board of Regents meeting. Most categories showed improvement in student enrollment
over last year. The following is a breakdown of student numbers at EMU, as reported at the Board meeting, for the
fall.
Total enrollment 22,783 (down 0 . 8 percent}
Freshman student enrollment 2,462 ( u p 2.6 percent}
New graduate students ( u p 4 percent}
International students welcomed 1,006 from 92 cou ntries
Honors College students accepted 262
Note: For total enrollment, the most recent figures for Sept. 27
show EMU down .26 percent.
Source: Don Loppnow, executive vice president and
provost. Sept. 21 report to the Board of Regents.
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News Briefs
The following news briefs are a bout important activities and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Oct. 2, 2007 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Podell
• EMU's annual
security report
available
• Career Day
Conference
scheduled Oct. 5
• Anne Fadiman
visits EMU
• Retaining students
at EMU
• Jakab to give art
department lecture
Oct. 16
• Flashback
Homecoming
• Online department
directory revisions
requested
• EMU Athletics
plans fall sports
luncheons
• Football fan bus
trips scheduled
• Continuing
Education
scholarships
announced
• New Faculty
Exhi bition

• EMU's annual security report
Department of Public Safety
available: A copy of Eastern Michigan
University's Annual Security Report
(formerly called Safety Awareness
Handbook) is now available. This report
includes statistics for the previous three
years concerning reported crimes that
occurred o n -campus ; in certain off
campus buildings or property owned or
controlled by Eastern Michigan University;
and on public property within, or
immediately adjacent to and accessible
from, the campus. The report also
includes institutional policies concerning
campus security, such as policies
concerning sexual assault, and other
Annual Security Report
matters. You can o btain a copy of this
report by contacting the University's
51::itistk:il Jnform.31Jon 2DIH • 2005 • 2006
Department of Public Safety or by
accessing :
SAFETY FIRST: Eastern
http : //www.emich.edu/publicsafetyIASR07 -Mithigan University's
Annual Security Report is
now available. Making
• Career Day Conference scheduled
these statistics available is
Oct. 5 : The Career Services Center and
the College of Business host a Career Day part of the requirements
under the Clery Act.
Conference Friday, Oct. 5. Registration
begins at 9 a.m. Employers will sit in on
business-related, career discussion panels from 9 :30 a .m. to 3 p.m. and
40 pre-registered employers are scheduled to recruit EMU students and
alumni from 3-5 p.m. Interested students and alumni can pre -register at
www.eCampusRecruiter.com/emich For information, call Lorraine
McKnight, 487-4099, or e-mail lorraine.mc knight @emich.edu

• Anne Fadiman visits EMU: The Honors College and the Hmong Student
Association sponsor a visit by Anne Fadiman Monday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m.,
Student Center Ballroom. This award-winning author, essayist and
editor's first book, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down," chronicles
the trials of an epileptic Hmong child and her family living in Merced,
Calif. The Washington Post called the book "an intriguing, spirit-lifting,
extraordinary explosion ." Fadiman's lecture is free. For more information
from Campus Life, go to www.emich.edu/campuslife
• Retaining students at EMU: The Office of Retention and Student
Success is coordi nating a retention symposium Friday, Oct. 5, noon to 3
p.m., 20 1 Welch Hall. The free presentation will address ways to increase

student retention at EMU. Guest speakers include Cheryl Hanewicz,
formerly of EMU and now an associate professor at Utah Valley State
College. Lunch is provided and will begin at 12 : 15 p.m. To R.S.V.P.,
please call Debbie Clearwater at 487-6694. Space is limited.
Jakab to give art
department lecture Oct.
16: Michael Jakab, creative
director at Agency :
n..
Collective, a
multidisciplinary studio in
San Francisco, presents a
lecture Tuesday, Oct. 16, 6
,
p.m., Halle Library
Auditorium. At
,1.....
Agency : Collective, Jakab
has worked for Nike and
other clients. He formerly
was an art director at
'----------------------' Imagina ry Forces in
Hollywood, where h e
JAKAB LECTURE: Michael Jakab, creative
consulted
on feature films,
director at Agency:Collective in San
film titles and architectural
Francisco, created this work of New York
installations. The lecture,
City, entitled "Bugaboo."
sponsored by the art
department, is free and open to the public. For more information, contact
Andrew Maniotes, professor of art, 487- 1268, or amaniotes@emich.edu

...

• Flashback Homecoming: Eastern Michigan
University goes retro . Dust off those platform
shoes and Members Only jackets. The 1970s
and 1980s are back this year for Flashback
Homecoming ! That means plenty of great retro
music and warm EMU memories - old and new.
The weeklong celebration begins Sunday, Oct.
2 1, and builds up to the big football game
Saturday, Oct. 27, when the E agles kick off
against the Western Michigan Broncos, 3 :30
p.m., Rynearson Stadium. For more information
about Homecoming, go to
http ://www.emich.edu/homecoming/
• Online department directory revisions requested: Revising your
online departmental directory is as easy as copy, paste and e-mail . Copy
the department listing of the online directory you need revised. Paste it
to a Word document to make the revisions. E-mail the revised document
as an attachment to : depLdirectory@emich.edu and show the
department name as the subject of the e-mail. For further information,
please contact Marion Laskowski, senior secretary, Office of Marketing
and Communications, at 487-4402, by Wednesday, Oct. 3 .
• EMU Athletics plans fall sports luncheons: Eastern Michigan
University sports fans will get a chance to get an inside look at the
E agles' football, volleyball, soccer and basketball programs at a luncheon
series during the 2007-2008 season. The Eagle Nation Fall Sports
Luncheons are scheduled Oct. 18 and 2 6 ; and Nov . 8, noon, in the atrium
of the Convocation Center. A free shuttle bus will run from the Marshall
Building at 1 1 :45 a.m. and return to campus by 1 :30 p.m. For

information, call 487-1050.
Football fan bus trips
scheduled: The Eastern Michigan
University Athletics Department
has announced that fan bus trips
have been planned for football
road games during the 2007
season. Tickets to ride the fan bus
are $ 10 each, while 2007 EMU
football season ticket holders will
receive two complimentary bus
tickets. The bus ticket includes a
boxed meal. However, riders still
must purchase a game ticket for
admission into the stadium.
Chartered buses will be available
for: Ohio, Saturday, Oct. 13
(departure time is 7 a.m . ) ; Toledo,
••..._� Saturday, Nov. 3 (departure time
FOLLOW THE EAGLES: Fan bus trips are is 4:30 p.m.) ; and Central
planned for three more road games
Michigan, Friday, Nov. 16
this year against Ohio University, the
(departure time is 3 p.m.). Buses
University of Toledo and Central
will depart from the Rynearson
Michigan University.
Stadium parking lot located off
Hewitt Road. Fans will need to
reserve their spot on the fan bus no later than two weeks prior to the
game, so that E M U Athletics can make a determination on how many
buses will need to travel. To reserve a spot or more details, contact the
EMU Ticket Office, 487-2282 .
• Continuing Education scholarships announced: Two $ 500 awards
are available throu gh Continuing Education to undergraduate and
graduate students enrolled in any of the programs offered through
Continuing Education during the 2007 winter or spring terms. The
application deadline is Nov. 1. Application forms are available at
www.ce.emich.edu/scholarships.htm. For information, call 487-5009.
• New Faculty Exhibition: The Art Department's New Faculty Exhibition
runs through Nov. 14, University Art Gallery, Student Center. This
exhibition features the work of art department faculty hired within the
last five years. Works include serigraphy, oil paintings, digital video and
large-scale installations . For information, call Larry Newhouse, 487-0465,
487-1077, or e-mail him at larry.newhouse@emich.edu
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I started working at EMU during the winter semester of 1992. I was asked to teach several sections of "History

100: The Comparative Study of Religion," which continues to be my primary responsibility. For me, there is no
greater vocation than to be a college teacher.

I've come to see that EMU plays a significant role in the Michigan university system. We really do provide a first
rate education for an unrivaled diversity of fine students, and at a reasonable cost. I'm especially pleased to be a
member of a department with so many outstanding teachers, who've inspired me to be better at my craft.
In the past, I've always received positive feedback from students who've taken my courses. However, I've had
pies thrown in my face! It was all in fun for "Pie a Professor," the Alpha Phi Omega's National Bone Marrow
Registry fundraiser.
I consider myself a high-impact teacher. I like to break away from the traditional talking-head style and
incorporate keynote presentations with music and movie clips. EMU has given me the opportunity to facilitate
multi-media discussions with my students on Hinduism, Buddhism, and the Abrahamic religions - Judaism,
Christianity and Islam - which are the focus of my personal research. I always make myself available to my
students outside of the classroom to further contribute to their educational experience.

I'm proud to say that I was the first recipient of the EMU Full-Time Lecturers Outstanding Teaching Award (200 102). I've since served on the committee, selecting others who do extraordinary work.
While teaching at Eastern, I earned my doctorate in Near Eastern Studies from the University of Michigan. I wrote
a book, "Theophilus of Antioch : The Life and Thought of a Second-Century Bishop," that focuses on Jewish
Christian theology and may contribute to dialogue among wider religious communities. A while back, I was
interviewed a bout modern Islam and religious dialogue for a "Currently Speaking" episode on PBS. I'm an
occasional contributor to the Ann Arbor News on similar issues.

